Algorithm for evaluating small bowel bleeding

Suspected gastrointestinal bleeding after
negative EGD and colonoscopy results

Y

Consider repeat EGD and/or colonoscopy
if initial studies were suboptimal
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Bleeding source not identified Bleeding source identified
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Risk factors for capsule Risk factors for capsule

retention present? retention absent
Perform patency capsule VCE or multiphasic

(normal — VCE) CT enterography
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Multiphasic CT enterography >
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Bleeding source not identified Bleeding source identified
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Consider alternative modality
(VCE / CT enterography) if Localize site of bleeding
continued blood loss
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Proximal small bowel Proximal to mid Distal small bowel
(duodenum/proximal jejunum) small bowel
Push enteroscopy Antegrade DBE Retrograde DBE

CT, computed tomography; DBE, double balloon enteroscopy; EGD, esophagogastroduodenoscopy; Gl,
gastrointestinal; VCE, video capsule endoscopy. aRisk factors for capsule retention include Crohn’s disease,
history of small bowel obstruction, multiple previous abdominal surgeries with resultant adhesive disease
and radiation enteritis. Algorithm reprinted with permission from Mayo Clinic Proceedings.



