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Intro: This is a story of the power of perseverance and love. A man named Kevin Lue 

was a triathlete who developed a rare disease that caused his heart to fail. In a matter of 

months, he went from intense competition to barely being able to walk. He needed a 

heart transplant. In addition to his new heart, he got a whole lot more. 

Video                                                         Audio 

Total running time 2:06 MAUREEN LIKES TO RUN. THAT'S 

HOW WE MET. 

 RUNNING AND COMPETING IN 

TRIATHLONS ARE PASSIONS FOR 

KEVIN LUE. 

 BUT WHEN A DISEASE CALLED 

GIANT CELL MYOCARDITIS CAUSED 

HIS HEART TO FAIL … 

Kevin Lue 
Heart transplant patient 

I COULDN'T BELIEVE HOW WEAK I 

WAS. 

 EVERYTHING STOPPED. 

 I PRETTY MUCH GOT DIZZY, PASSED 

OUT. 

 THE CAUSE OF GIANT CELL 

MYOCARDITIS REMAINS UNKNOWN, 



IT RESULTS IN THE IMMUNE SYSTEM 

ATTACKING THE HEART. 

Farris K. Timimi, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic cardiologist 

HE PRESENTED WITH A DISEASE 

WHERE HIS BODY ATTACKED ITS 

OWN HEART AND DESTROYED IT, 

AND DESTROYED HIS HEART 

FUNCTION TO THE POINT THAT IT 

WAS NEGLIGIBLE. BUT BECAUSE HE 

WAS IN SUCH PHENOMENAL SHAPE, 

HE COULD STILL DO THINGS THAT 

HE SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE 

TO DO. 

  BUT EVENTUALLY, MAYO CLINIC 

CARDIOLOGIST DR. FARRIS TIMIMI 

SAYS KEVIN'S HEART 

DETERIORATED TO THE POINT 

WHERE HE NEEDED A HEART 

TRANSPLANT. 

  I THINK IF KEVIN HAD NOT BEEN IN 

THE SHAPE HE WAS IN, HE WOULD 

HAVE DIED. 

  A HEART WAS NOT AVAILABLE 

IMMEDIATELY. DOCTORS 

IMPLANTED WHAT'S CALLED A 

VENTRICULAR ASSIST DEVICE — A 

MECHANICAL PUMP — THAT KEPT 

KEVIN'S HEART GOING. 



  WE DIDN'T ACTUALLY THINK THIS 

WOULD EVER END. 

  THEY WAITED. AND WAITED. AND 

WHILE THEY WAITED, KEVIN AND 

MAUREEN MADE A WONDERFUL 

DECISION. TO SET A DATE FOR 

THEIR WEDDING. 

  IT WAS DETERMINED BY WHEN THE 

BEST MAN AND OUR FAMILY COULD 

BE THERE. 

  EVEN DR. TIMIMI ATTENDED. BUT 

THE MOST EXCITING MOMENT CAME 

THE DAY AFTER THEIR VOWS. 

  WE WERE DOWNLOADING THE 

PHOTOS FROM THE CAMERA, THAT 

IS WHEN THEY CALLED AND SAID, 

"ARE YOU IN TOWN?" I SAID, "YES." 

"WE HAVE A MATCH." WELL, IT'S 

LIKE, OK. "I'LL BE THERE." 

  WHAT A WEDDING GIFT. THE GIFT 

OF LIFE. 

Maureen Lue 
Wife 

FORTY-EIGHT MORE YEARS, RIGHT? 

WE WANT TO BE MARRIED 48 MORE 

YEARS SO WE CAN MAKE IT TO OUR 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY. 

  AND NOW THAT KEVIN IS FULLY 

RECOVERED, HE AND MAUREEN 



CAN SHARE THEIR PASSION FOR 

RUNNING AND LOVE FOR EACH 

OTHER. 

  I'VE DONE FOUR HALF MARATHONS 

ALREADY THIS YEAR AND A 

TRIATHLON, SO WE'RE DOING MUCH 

BETTER. 

  I THINK HIS STORY IS A TESTIMONY 

TO BOTH HIS INTRINSIC RESERVE 

AND THE POWER OF LOVE. I REALLY 

DO. 

 FOR MEDICAL EDGE, I'M VIVIEN 

WILLIAMS. 

 
Anchor tag: 
 
In October, Kevin and Maureen will be attending the Chicago marathon. 
 
For more information, visit our website at … [STATIONS: Per the licensing agreement, 
please provide a link from your stationʹs website to http://www.MayoClinic.org or 
voice tag ʺMayoClinic.orgʺ for more information.] 


