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Intro: Imagine a life of darkness. A life without sight. That was reality for the
woman you're about to meet. She lost her vision more than 30 years ago; the
result of a severe allergic reaction to medications. Repeated attempts to
restore her vision with human corneal transplants failed. Then she went to
Mayo Clinic, where doctors performed a very rare and complex operation.

Video Audio

Total running time 1:46 [MUSIC]

JENNY PETERSON'S GUITAR HELPED
GUIDE HER THROUGH THE DARK
AFTER A REACTION TO ANTIBIOTICS
TOOK MOST OF HER SIGHT. [MUSIC]
THROUGH FAILED OPERATIONS —

ATTEMPTS TO RESTORE HER VISION.

CG:19to :22 "I'D GRAB MY GUITAR, AND I'D GO IN
Jenny Peterson
MY BEDROOM, AND I'D REALLY JUST
BEAT ON IT. UNTIL BEFORE [ KNEW
IT,  WAS BACK SINGING PRAISE

SONGS."




EVEN THROUGH A DIAGNOSIS OF
MALIGNANT MELANOMA IN HER
LEFT EYE, WHICH HAD TO BE
REMOVED. OVER THE YEARS, SIGHT

IN HER REMAINING EYE DIMMED.

"SOME DAYS I COULDN'T EVEN TELL

WHERE THE WINDOWS WERE IN

THE HOUSE."

BUT THEN, HER DOCTOR AT MAYO
CLINIC TOLD HER THERE WAS A
CHANCE THEY COULD RESTORE
SIGHT IN HER ONE EYE WITH
WHAT'S CALLED A

KERATOPROSTHESIS.

CG :46to:55
Keith Baratz, M.D.
Mayo Clinic

"KERATOPROSTHESIS IS A DEVICE
WE USE FOR PATIENTS WHO
REQUIRE A CORNEAL TRANSPLANT.
IN OTHER WORDS, REPLACEMENT

OF THE CLEAR WINDOW IN THE




FRONT OF THE EYE."

DR. KEITH BARATZ AND HIS TEAM
PERFORMED THE COMPLICATED
OPERATION. FIRST, THEY REMOVED
SCAR TISSUE THAT FORMED YEARS
AGO AFTER HER ALLERGIC
REACTION. THEN, HE REMOVED THE
DAMAGED CORNEA. NEXT, THEY
PLACED A VALVE TO REDUCE
PRESSURE, REMOVED A CATARACT
AND IMPLANTED A PROSTHETIC
CORNEA. NO ONE KNEW EXACTLY
WHAT JENNY WOULD BE ABLE TO
SEE WHEN DR. BARATZ REVEALED

HER EYE AFTER SURGERY.

"I SAID, 'YOU HAVE YELLOW STRIPES

ON YOUR TIE.""

Standup

CG 1:23 to 1:30
Vivien Williams
Reporting

AFTER SEEING THOSE YELLOW

STRIPES, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN




THREE DECADES, JENNY SAW THE

FACES OF THE PEOPLE SHE LOVES."

"WHAT A BLESSING ... IT WAS

OVERWHELMING ... A MILLION

DOLLARS DOES NOT BUY WHAT WE

HAVE."

SHE ONCE WAS BLIND, BUT NOW
JENNY SEES. FOR MEDICAL EDGE, I'M

VIVIEN WILLIAMS.

Anchor tag:

Keratoprosthesis is only used for patients who have had unsuccessful
human corneal transplants or for whom such transplants are doomed to fail.

This operation is very rare and surgery requires a high level of
expertise.

Jenny's sight now is about 20/40. She says every day she is thankful for
the treatment she received — the gift of sight after decades of blindness.

For more information, visit our website at ... [STATIONS: Per the licensing
agreement, please provide a link from your station's website to http://www.MayoClinic.org or
voice tag "MayoClinic.org" for more information.]




