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Intro: Doctors have been using stents in arteries of the heart for many years.
The devices open blockages and allow blood that was once restricted to flow.
Now they're using stents in the digestive tract too. Not to open arteries, but to
open blockages caused by cancer.

Video Audio

Total running time 1:51 ROSE HALLA SAYS SPREADING
FROSTING IS HER WAY OF
SPREADING JOY.
"IT'S AFUN WAY TO USE YOUR

ENERGY AND MAKE SOMEONE

HAPPY."

EVEN DURING A BATTLE WITH
STAGE TWO COLON CANCER, ROSE
KEPT DECORATING CAKES. THAT'S
BECAUSE HER TREATMENT, WHICH
INCLUDED THE USE OF STENTS, WAS
A LITTLE EASIER THAN SHE

THOUGHT IT WOULD BE.




CG:19to:26
Todd Baron, M.D.
Mayo Clinic

"STENTS ARE EXPANDABLE METAL
TUBES, IF YOU WILL, AND THEY
WERE INITIALLY DEVELOPED FOR

USE IN THE CORONARY ARTERIES."

DR. TODD BARON SAYS THE STENTS
CAN ALSO BE USED IN THE GI TRACT
TO OPEN BLOCKAGES CAUSED BY
CANCER. IN ROSE'S CASE, THE
CANCEROUS TUMOR COMPLETELY
OBSTRUCTED HER COLON.
TRADITIONALLY, SHE WOULD HAVE
NEEDED TWO OPERATIONS: ONE TO
CREATE A DIVERSION SO HER
COLON COULD EMPTY INTO AN
OUTSIDE BAG — THAT'S NEEDED
BECAUSE THE COLON HAS TO BE
CLEARED OUT BEFORE SURGERY.
THEN, A SECOND OPERATION TO

REMOVE THE CANCER, AND TO




REATTACH THE COLON. WITH THE
STENTS, ROSE DIDN'T NEED AN
OUTSIDE BAG AND ONLY HAD ONE

SURGERY.

CG:57 to 1:08
Rose Halla
Had colon cancer

" WOULD HAVE HAD TO GO
THROUGH HAVING A COLOSTOMY
BAG ATTACHED FOR ABOUT 2
MONTHS. INSTEAD, ] WOULD HAVE A

STENT FOR 2 WEEKS."

HERE'S HOW STENTS WORK: DR.
BARON ADVANCES AN ENDOSCOPE
TO THE SITE OF THE BLOCKAGE.
ONCE THERE, HE USES X-RAY
GUIDANCE TO MOVE A GUIDE WIRE
ACROSS THE BLOCKAGE. THEN, HE
ADVANCES THE STENT OVER THE
GUIDE WIRE AND DEPLOYS IT. OVER
THE NEXT COUPLE DAYS, THE STENT

EXPANDS, ALLOWING THE COLON




TO EMPTY.

Standup

CG 1:27 to 1:40
Vivien Williams
Reporting

AGAIN, ROSE HAD THE STENT
TEMPORARILY PLACED IN HER
COLON TO OPEN A BLOCKAGE TO
PREPARE HER FOR SURGERY. THEY
CAN ALSO BE USED FOR PEOPLE
WHO CAN'T HAVE SURGERY, BUT
WHO NEED RELIEF FROM
SYMPTOMS OF BLOCKAGES CAUSED

BY CANCER.

STENTS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVED
ROSE'S QUALITY OF LIFE DURING
TREATMENT. NOW SHE'S CANCER-
FREE AND STILL SPREADING THE
JOY WITH HER CAKES. FOR MEDICAL

EDGE, I'M VIVIEN WILLIAMS.

Anchor tag:

In addition to the colon, stents may be used to open blockages in other
sites in the Gl tract, including the esophagus, stomach and bile duct. For more

information, visit our website at ... [STATIONS: Per the licensing agreement, please
provide a link from your station's website to http://www.MayoClinic.org or voice tag

"MayoClinic.org" for more information.]




