
Fall/Winter 2007

Every morning, Patti Finnegan wakes up and is thankful for
the blessing of a new day to live her life � a blessing she
once took for granted.

A working mother of four teenage children, Patti never
thought twice about how tired she felt. But in 2003, when
she went from being tired to severely fatigued and even
short of breath, she decided to consult her doctor. At SSM 

St. Mary�s Health Center in St. Louis,
Mo., Patti was diagnosed with liver
failure and right-side heart failure. She
was scared and uncertain of her future.
For awhile, Patti was able to manage
the fatigue, weakness and breathing
difficulties with medication, but in 2005
her health continued to deteriorate.
Debilitated by her symptoms, Patti had
to ask herself, �Is this how I want to
live the rest of my life?�

In the meantime, specialists at SSM St.
Mary�s and Saint Louis University
Hospital conducted additional tests, but
were unable to find a therapy that
improved Patti�s symptoms. Paul
Hauptman, M.D., Patti�s cardiologist at
Saint Louis University Hospital,
recommended that Patti go to Mayo
Clinic for another opinion.

At Mayo Clinic, a team of doctors
diagnosed Patti with restrictive
cardiomyopathy, a condition in which
the heart muscle becomes stiff and

cannot fill efficiently
during diastole (the
period of the
heartbeat when the
chambers fill with
blood). Patti�s
condition was likely
caused by a virus;
however, she does not
know when or where
she contracted it.

�I was floored by the
diagnosis because I
had everything going
for me; I was young,
active and ate
healthy,� Patti says.

Patti�s care team at Mayo Clinic immediately began
conducting tests to determine if Patti was eligible for a heart
transplant and/or a liver transplant. They assessed whether
other conventional therapies could improve her symptoms
and life expectancy without transplantation, considered her
risk factors, and evaluated her willingness to adhere to the
lifelong regimented medical program that is necessary after
transplantation.

At home in St. Louis, Patti found out the day before
Thanksgiving in 2006 that she did not need a liver
transplant, but she would need a new heart. She was placed
on the waiting list at Mayo Clinic.
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Advice From The Heart: Never Forget to Live Life

Renewal 
Sharing the journeys of Mayo Clinic transplant patients, donors and staff

Inside this issue...

Feature article
Advice From The Heart:

Never Forget to Live Life
continued on page 3

In Remembrance: 
Sister Margeen Hoffmann

page 4

Life Resumes for Runner
after  Kidney Transplant

and West Nile Virus
page 5

Mayo Clinic Staff Profile
page 6

Upcoming Events
page 7

Patti Finnegan

MC5582-1207.qxd  12/6/07  4:52 PM  Page 1



Mark Stegall, M.D.
Medical Consultant

Elizabeth Rice
Communications Consultant

Yvonne Hubmayr
Freelance Writer

Monica Granrud
Graphic Designer

Rebecca Finseth
and Diana Xin
Contributing Writers

Editorial Board: 
Ellen Case, Tiffany Dahlberg, Kathy Schwab, 
Sandy Schwantz, Michelle Skaar

Mayo Clinic has offered transplantation as a treatment
option for adult and pediatric patients since 1963. Mayo
Clinic organ transplant programs have earned worldwide
recognition for their expertise and success. In 1998 the
separate organ and tissue transplant efforts united under
the umbrella of the Mayo Clinic Transplant Center. This
cooperation enhances the ability of Mayo physicians and
scientists to share expertise and resources, offer
comprehensive integrated transplant services, and to
conduct innovative r esearch in transplantation.
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By the first week of December, Patti�s condition had grown progressively
worse; she could barely maneuver up and down stairways.

�I tried so hard to mask the symptoms from my family and co-
workers because I did not want them to worry,� says Patti. But she
was getting close to her breaking point.

Patti was hospitalized and spent two weeks in the Intensive Care Unit
at Saint Louis University Hospital. Her condition deteriorated so quickly
that she was airlifted to Mayo Clinic on Dec. 20, 2006. Her physicians
found that fluid had been building around her heart. Shortly
thereafter, Patti underwent an emergency procedure to drain the fluid.

Brooks Edwards, M.D., Patti�s cardiologist at Mayo Clinic, recalls how
�desperately ill� Patti was before her transplant.

�She was terribly weak, but had a tremendously strong will and
would never give up,� says Dr. Edwards. �There were days she
seemed too sick to get out of bed, but despite that, she would walk
the halls, trying to maintain her strength. She has a will of steel.�

Patti�s condition was so dire that on March 20, 2007, when the great
news came that a matching heart had been found, she was too ill to
even remember.

As Patti was wheeled into the preparation area for surgery, she
focused on the picture of her and her four children that was attached
to the side of her bed.

�My kids are my inspiration, they kept me alive,� says Patti.

Soon Park, M.D. was the cardiovascular surgeon who performed
Patti�s transplant. Everything went exactly as planned during her
surgery, but now the next battle began.

After receiving her new heart, Patti began her long road to recovery.
She struggled with anxiety and disruptive sleep patterns, but her
most serious complication came when her blood pressure dropped
dangerously low.
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Patti’s children, Alex, Kelsey, Allan and Katie, are shown here with a plaque
dedicating a new outpatient physical therapy clinic for SSM Rehab to Patti
at a ceremony held in April 2007.

�Dr. Edwards sat by my bed side and held my hand,�says Patti. �He kept
reassuring me that I would make it � even when I was not so certain.�

Once Patti�s condition had stabilized, she was moved from the
Intensive Care Unit and into the Cardiac Care Unit. There, the focus
shifted to Patti�s appetite. She struggled for days to eat any type of
solid food. She desperately needed the nutrients and energy to fight
off infection. One afternoon, Dr. Edwards sat down by Patti and asked
her,� If you could eat anything in the world, what would it be?� Patti
decided on a Big Mac and chocolate shake from McDonald�s.

�While it is not the heart-healthy menu we routinely advocate, I was
just happy to hear Patti was hungry,� says Dr. Edwards. �After
finishing rounds that day, I stopped at McDonald�s and picked up her
special request and returned it to her at the hospital. Surprisingly, she
ate almost everything!�

Having been in the physical therapy profession for many years,
currently as the director of acute therapies at SSM St. Mary�s, Patti
was committed to getting back on her feet. Patti says that her physical
therapist at Mayo Clinic described her as a �star patient,� always
giving 100 percent at her sessions.

About four weeks after her transplant, Patti was stable enough to
leave the hospital. She moved into the Gift of Life Transplant House,
where her visiting family members could help her recover, yet she
remained close to Mayo Clinic for her frequent appointments. Patti
found that those who were staying at the Gift of Life Transplant House
were a wonderful support group that kept her humble throughout the
recovery process. She found strength in the fact that everyone in the
house was striving for the same goal � �to get better and go home.�

Patti left the Transplant House and moved home to St. Louis in June
2007. But as excited as she was to finally go home, she was also very
nervous.

�Rochester had been a �safe harbor� for me regarding my health, and I
needed to learn to gain trust and confidence in my health system at
home,�says Patti. �But I took comfort in knowing that my doctors in St.
Louis sent me to Mayo Clinic when I needed it most.The level of patient
care I experienced at Mayo was better than I could have ever dreamed.�

Today, Patti enjoys waking up in her own home with her children and
having �regular days.� She says she never realized how much she
would miss her �regular, old routine,�until she did not have it anymore.

Besides being the best mother she can be, Patti plans to devote much
of her time and energy to promoting organ donation and heart health
for women. One day, Patti would like to meet her heart donor�s
family. She plans to bring her children along and thank the donor
family for their gift of life � a gift that allowed her children to still
have a mother.

In the meantime, Patti�s motto and her advice to everyone she meets is,
�Never forget to live life,�� advice that comes straight from her [new] heart.

For more information about heart transplant programs at Mayo Clinic,
visit www.mayoclinic.org/heart-transplant.

Brooks Edwards, M.D. (left)
Soon Park, M.D. (right)
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The Mayo Clinic transplant community has lost perhaps its most
cherished and valuable cheerleader. On Friday, Aug. 3, Sister Margeen
Hoffmann died at age 71. For 16 years, those who stayed at the Gift
of Life Transplant House will remember her as its feisty, gregarious
and generous executive director.

Born April 25, 1936, in New Ulm, Minn., Sister Margeen entered the
Sisters of Saint Francis in 1954. A self-described �disaster nun,� she
directed the emergency response for the city�s churches during the
Rochester, Minn., flood of 1978. The following year, she moved to
Niagara, N.Y., and spent the next decade helping the people of Love
Canal cope with the upheaval in their lives after the hazardous waste
environmental disaster.

In 1991, Sister Margeen returned to Rochester as a temporary
consultant for the Gift of Life Transplant House � and never left.
She was executive director for 16 years. The house, founded by
Edward Pompeian, a Mayo Clinic kidney transplant recipient, provides
a temporary home for transplant patients.

Eventually, Sister Margeen had plans to expand the house, and she
knew the right person to advise on purchasing and renovating
buildings. She brought in Sister Jane Frances Gregoire as facilities
manager. The two women became best friends and Sister Jane
Frances was Sister Margeen�s caregiver through the final two years of
her struggle with leukemia, diabetes and heart disease. Sister Jane
Frances succeeded Sister Margeen as executive director.

�I can�t begin to measure up to her skills and gifts,�says Sister Jane
Frances.�She was the best. She had a beautiful, loving way of treating
people and always knew the right thing to say. The way she set up
this house has made it very easy to continue our mission. She was so
proud of our wonderful working board and staff.�
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In Remembrance: Sister Margeen Hoffmann

�She was the best. 

She had a beautiful, loving

way of treating people 

and always knew the right

thing to say.�

In 1996, Sister Margeen was elected to the Board of Directors of the
National Association of Hospital Hospitality Houses, an organization
that supports hospital hospitality houses across the country. She was
its president for two years. In 1996, she received the Medal of Honor
for Community-Wide Services from the mayor of Rochester. On her
birthday in 2002, the city honored her with �Sister Margeen
Hoffmann Day.�

Sister Margeen was also known for her fundraising abilities.
�There weren�t a lot of periods or commas in her sentences,� says
Sister Jane Frances with a laugh. �She was very frank, but people just
couldn�t say no to her. She also loved having fun. She danced for
dollars at a dinner dance. People would hand her money and she
stuffed it down her dress and kept dancing.�

In May, Sister Jane Frances took a weakened Sister Margeen to
Florida for a most enjoyable vacation.

�We got a wheelchair from the Coast Guard with very fat tires and
wheeled her right into the ocean,� says Sister Jane Frances. �We were
up to our waists in water and she just loved it.�

Sister Margeen�s fun-loving spirit persisted until the end. She will be
sorely missed.

For more information about the Gift of Life Transplant House,
visit www.gift-of-life.org.

Sister Margeen Hoffmann and Sister Jean Frances Gregoire on July 4, 2007.
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